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JLSTRI MK . ¥ {German) Stockholm
. 0 ch {German) Stockholm,
“‘Si % Maxrcel Vol¥ (Dutch) The Hague, and
'6{\"’1 B, V. D. Wight (American) Zurich,
Fo
col Reference is made to Helsinki's despatch No. 840,
TRAS . Ootober 30, 1946; London's telegram No. 164, October 8,
TR‘“”SFC’ {sent to Stocknolm as 171, repeated to Department as
w43 (SSU) (685, to Helsinki ae 38 end to The Hague as 103);
ApC stooltholm’s telegram to the Department (number unknown),
AwlOe2 September 26, repeated to London-ms 196, The Hague as

15, Helsinki as 35, and to Bexm as T3 London's des-~
patch No. 1743, Septembex 17, 1946; and to The Hague's
Safehaven Report No. 7 of September 12, 1946 and refer-
enos3 cilted therein, The Chargd d'Afiaires of the Fine
nish Legation at Bexrn recently introduced to an officerxr
ol this chatiod*ﬂre Lars Hoxrnborg, attorney for the
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*finnish Natlonal Bank, who stated that the Pinnish Govern-~

ment prassntly was endeavoxring to reverse the judgment
made in 1345 by a Swedish court which had awarded ir.

E. Vo D. “:ight partial satisfaction ox his cleims against
the Rederi A/3 "Ergo". Mr. Hornborg and the Finnish
Chargd d'2ffaires at Bern wished the Leyation to indi-~
caie in writing whether or not Mr. Vilght was the true
benefi lory of this claim, They were advised that, in
view of the interests of an Amexican naticnal in the
matter, the Iegation was not in a position to comment
on the nmet%tsr, WMr. Hornborg incidentally remarked that;
socording to his information, the Swedish Government
recently hes issued en expulsion order agaimst vaugs.

For the informeticn of the Lmbassy at The Hague
end other Miszlions who have been concerned in this af-
felir, +“he following background information with respeot

to Mr., Farcel Wolf, recently lovatod in the files of
this L»rgction, may bo of intexre

{1) XIumvestigations conducted in 1942 by the Bri-
tish und inmexrican Consuletes CGemersl at Zurich revealsd
that L, ricreosl Wolf, then resident at The Hague, was
the seole cxmar of "Panag" Handelsgesellschart A.G. of
Chur, Svilirerliend, and thet tale comprny was employed
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at that time as a medium for oconduocting ransom traffic
for the account of the Germens. Thus, at the instiga-~
tion of a Gexman national, described by the Consulates
General as pro-Nazi, & certein Wilhelm Konrad Runne,
Panag communicated with Danlel Wolf, New York, requestiing
that money be transmitted to the company in order that
his brother; Mercel Volf, and his family, then living

in the Netherlands, might be released by the German
occupying authorities. As reported by the Americam Con=-
sulate Genersl in ijar Trade List Report No. 246 of Janu-
ary 25, 1943, a director of Penag "stated that liarcel
Wolf formerly controlled ebout thirty firms in Holland,
which probably have now been placed under Nazl super-
vision. Regarding his interests in Panag she stated that
appaiently he was forced to give full power of attormey
to an engineer named Viilhelm Konrsd Runne,"”

(2) The Americen Consulate General on January 27,
1943 reported that it had ascertained the following with
respect to the background of ijarcel iolf and Daniel Wolf
from an important butch Government official: "He knew
of this femily and of their business and social associ~
ates and that they were considered to be entirely une
sorupulous and generally undesirable, He stated that
they had built up an lmuense fortune through various
dishonest transactions, some of which caused publioc
scandals,. He remembered one, in particular, in which
the Volfs had succeeded through guestionable means in
obtaining from the rolish Government an enormous order
for woolen cloth for the manufacture of uniforms for
the Polish ermy. The¢ uniforms when exposed to rain be-
came absolutely shapeless and unwearable because of shrink-
age und 1t vus agoertained that the material was some sort
of exrtificisl cloth. He added that the YWolfs werxre so
undesirable and unpopulsr that when llarcel or vaniel ap-
plied for membership in the ;olf club at The Hague, they
were promptly black-balled, whereupon .olf purchased ad-
ditional property around his estate ond built one of the
mos S besutifvl and luxurious courses in Lurope. Accord=-
ing to this informant that course is now one of Germany's
principal airfields ior attacks agsincst iLngland.™ The
Consulate General concluded that,"It is believed that a
person of wolf's character would not hesitate to cooperate
fully with the Arxis Government,..It would appeer that his
foreign interests must be extensive and that there must
be some cooperation with the Germans, otherwise it would
be difficult Yo understand why a German has been sent to
Zurich by the Nezis to reside here indefinitely in one
of the more expensive hotele solely for the purpose of
managing .clf's interests."
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